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Minister’s Letter

Well, Easter is now behind us and Pentecost is almost upon us. I’'m writing this on the closing
Sunday of Christian Aid week and our Pastorate Pentecost Service will be held in two weeks time. As we
approach Pentecost we have Jesus’ promise to his disciples. The promise, that the Helper, the Holy Spirit
will come to those who love him. An advocate to stay with them forever; what a wonderful promise of hope
for us!

Jesus is really big on love, what is it he says? “And now | give you a new commandment: Love one
another, as | have loved you so you must have love for one another.” (St John 13:34) Just one verse and
the word love / loved appears 3 times.

Some children were asked to define love — this is some of their sayings.
Billy says:
“When someone loves you the way they say your name is different. You just know your
name is safe in their mouth.”

Terri says:
Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.
And my favourite — Bobby says:

Love is what is in the room with you at Christmas when you stop opening presents and just
listen.

Jesus gave us a new commandment — to love one another. Note this is a commandment not a
suggestion — not well if you feel like it — this is an order! On the other hand of course we have a choice — we
can choose to disobey Jesus.

Life is about choices. It may seem sometimes that the number of choices we have to make increase
by the minute — we only have to go into a supermarket to be surrounded by choices. But as Christian Aid
week ends | was thinking about choices other people are faced with — choices that we can have no idea of
what it must be like to face those choices.

Christian Aid tells the story of husband and wife Nejebar & Noor. They lived in Afghanistan with their
five children. Noor was a teacher, which put him in danger when the Taliban threatened to kill anyone who
worked for the government. This threat was carried out on one of their family members, whose eyes were
gouged out before he was killed.

Faced with threats, bombs and war at home, they chose to try and find something better. Having
managed the difficult and dangerous journey to Greece, they are now living in a tent in a refugee camp.
They expected to be there for 10 days, but have been there for six months and there’s no end in sight.
They have no protection against wind and rain. There’s no school for their children and they have no idea
what will happen to them now. Sudai, their youngest child, is five but looks much younger. He hasn’t been
growing, as he should, his abdomen is swollen. They don’t know what is wrong with him. The only doctor in
the refugee camp is Greek and because of the language barrier, they haven’t been able to explain that
Sudai is much older than he looks.

Despite having so little, they have taken in two brothers from Afghanistan, Faraidoon and Farzad,
who were travelling alone. Faraidoon and Farzad don’t know where their parents are, or even if they're
alive, but they have found refuge with this family as they wait for news of their own.

Nejebar says, ‘We still have some hope that one day we will get out of here and we have hope for our
children’s future. Our wish is to get out from this situation and to be able to go further. We only want a
peaceful life. We want our children to have an education, to go to school. The most important thing is a
future for our children.”

We hear so much negativity about asylum seekers and refugees, but when we hear stories like this
we understand more. What a choice? Stay and be killed and tortured or flee to heaven knows what!

We hear facts and figures about the thousands fleeing war zones — 65 million in fact. But you know,
Britain could easily honour its quota. All it would take is for every local authority to say ‘We will provide
housing for five families.’ Is that really too much to ask?

When we sign up to follow Jesus | think we forfeit our choice to disobey. “If you love me, you will
keep my commandments.” Jesus said. We have signed up to love one another. Love is about responding
to a need, putting others first and generally being the hands and feet of Jesus in this world in whatever way
we can. Christian Aid envelopes, Foodbank and Nightsafe boxes etc. Serving Jesus is about responding to
a need as we love one another. This Pentecost may you know the love of God and the power of the Holy

Spirit in your lives as you love and serve the Lord. Lena




Pastorate News since our last Newsletter

In February Westbury Elders held an ‘Away Day’ at St. James’ church Lower Darwen to think through
their mission and also the use of the building for mission. This was facilitated by Mal, and since then similar
‘Vision for Mission’ meetings have been facilitated by Mal with both Revidge and Trinity.

Currently, the Elders in all three churches are looking at their Pastoral Reports, which are being prepared for
the visit of the Pastoral Review Companions at the beginning of July. The Area Pastoral Committee has a
Church Review Coordinator and each church in the Lancashire Area is requested to carry out their own
Church Review within the guidelines they provide for us. It is seven years since our last Church Reviews so it
will be interesting to compare our hopes and dreams of yesteryear with what we are looking at in our churches
today. The Vision for Mission meetings will no doubt be very useful when compiling the Review Reports

We were saddened at Revidge by the death of Jackie Gillibrand on 18™ March. Jackie had been a
Church Member for many years but latterly she endured ill health and was housebound for several months.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her daughter Katherine and family and her son Chris and family in America.
Jackie rest in peace and rise in glory!

Our five weeks of Lent, Pastorate Bible Studies have now finished. We were looking at the last words
of Jesus that he uttered from the cross. The study book was excellent and the sessions were well received.
Lena was going to hold more Saturday morning sessions between now and August but five Saturdays are
taken by other events and holidays so unfortunately that has not been possible. We are looking at evening
bible studies but these are not generally attended as well as the Saturday morning ones. Details will be
available in each church as and when a decision is made regarding the bible studies.

On 6™ April Trinity Rainbows held their annual Easter visit to Kemp Court — every resident received a
bunch of daffodils and they were then entertained by the Rainbows over coffee in the lounge. The Rainbows
had a lovely time singing before enjoying juice and biscuits — it really was delightful to see them and they are
really appreciated by the residents.

Our Easter Holiday Club was held the week before Easter — a great time was had by all and there was
a report in the Synod Newsletter. (More details on the TMAD pages)

Our Maundy Thursday Pastorate Service led by Mal, was held at Revidge and as last year the tables
were placed in a cross shape and readings, prayers and Communion were shared around the cross lit by
candles. Following communion the previous years palm crosses were burnt and the ash used for the
imposition of ashes on the foreheads or palms of those who wished. It was a very moving service.

Our Good Friday Pastorate service led by Lena was held at Westbury. This was a Stations of the
Cross Service and the readings and hymns reflected the fourteen Stations of the Cross, beginning with the
arrest of Jesus and ending with the burial of Jesus. This was followed by a trip to Tockholes then back to
Revidge for a Fish and Chips tea and a quiz.

Lena and Mal continue to take assemblies in Shadsworth Infant School.
Social events in our churches included:

A Saturday morning Choir Coffee Morning at Westbury Gardens on 8" April with Bacon and sausage
butties available.

Danielle’s Quiz Night at Trinity on 29" April. Our Rose Queens charity this year is the Air Ambulance
and she has had a wonderful year of fund raising for this. Her efforts will culminate in a car wash at church so
look out for more details of that. Well done Danielle!



A Proms in the Church night was hosted by Mal and held at held at Revidge — Elaine writes:
Following on from the success of last year’s ‘Proms in the Church’, on the afternoon of Saturday 29™ April
2017 in Blackburn at Revidge Fold URC we were digging out our Union Jacks and St George’s flags to
decorate our church in anticipation of another excellent evening’s entertainment. We were certainly not
disappointed.

Mal Breeze, our CRCWM (Community Minister), who was also the event’s organiser and MC for the evening,
had selected a wide range of musical favourites for us to enjoy. The first part of the evening included Aaron
C’pland's Fanfare for the Common Man, Celine Dion’s love theme from the Titanic, the finale from Ravel’s
Bolero, Holst’s Jupiter, Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and The Three Tenors’ O Sole Mio. Mal had thoroughly
done his research and provided us with background information on each musical piece and its composer. Two
more choices, Vangelis’ Chariots of Fire, and John Williams’ Fawkes the Phoenix from Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets were accompanied by video clips from those films. Each piece of music was either
uplifting, exhilarating, moving or melodically beautiful and often more than one of these within a single piece.
During the second part of the evening, we were treated to the rousing
Radetsky March and the wonderful Nessun Dorma before we were invited
to wave our flags and make some noise with our complimentary hooters
whilst watching video footage from ‘Last Night at the Proms’. We needed
very little encouragement to join in the singing of firm favourites such as
Land of Hope & Glory, Rule Britannia, Thine Be the Glory and Jerusalem.

We ended a very enjoyable evening by each holding hands, forming a big
circle, as we sang Auld Lang Syne.
Well done Mal — we’re already looking forward to next year’s event!

Another wonderful evening of music was attended by over a hundred people at Revidge on Saturday
13™ May when the Rossendale Scout Band came to entertain us.

A big thank you to all concerned for making these events possible
Also: Happy Birthday to Ruth Harrison and Jean Riding. Ruth held ‘open house’ at Kingsway to celebrate her
90™ Birthday and the family of Jean Riding gave an afternoon tea party at Trinity for her 80" birthday.
Congratulations to both these ladies.

On Sunday 14™ May, Revidge Brownies and Guides took part in the Church Parade Service led by
Lena. Our service worked with the Power of God and the girls sang Our God is a Great Big God and My God
is so Big. Paige sang a solo — | the Lord of sea and sky and the readings and prayers were done by the
Brownies and Guides. Thank you girls for this — you were great. Mal is taking our next Church parade on 11"
June and that is our last one till the Harvest Church parade on 8" October.

On Sunday May 21% Soup Lunches were held at Revidge and Trinity to mark the end of Christian Aid
week — many thanks to everyone who helped and supported with this.

Once a year the Ministers meet with the Pulpit Supply Secretaries to plan the services for the following
year. It is no easy task finding worship leaders and they all three do an amazing job, ensuring that there is
always someone to take the services. We met on 18" May so Lena and Mal’s dates are now planned in for
2018.

We received the sad news that the Windermere Centre will close on Thursday 25" May. Many of us
will have enjoyed time spent at the centre either for meetings or residentials. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the staff some of whom have been there for many years.

Still to come
Saturday June 10"  URC Lancashire Area Meeting — 2.00 pm at Fulwood URC

Saturday 8" July NWSynod Big Day Out at Southport Floral Hall
Saturday 15" July  Ageing Spirituality and Dementia — 10.00 am at Revidge (see separate poster)

Lena will be away from Wednesday 21%' June to Wednesday 5" July also 25" — 31% July



REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS

Every Sunday — Morning Worship 10.30
Every Monday — Art & Craft Group 10.30
Every Wednesday — Wednesday Gang 1.30
Every Thursday in term time— Rainbows 6.15
Every Thursday in term time — Uniformed Groups from 6.00
Every Saturday — Morning Coffee 10.30

OTHER EVENTS

First Monday Club (1% Monday of the month) 2.00 -3.30
5" June and 3" July

Monday, Memory Café (alternate Mondays) 1.30-3.00
5" & 19" June. 3", 17" & 31% July

Wednesday Luncheon Club 12.30
31 May, 14", 28" June & 12" & 26" July

Thursday Luncheon Club 12.30
1% & 15" June, 13™ & 27" July

Pastorate Prayer Breakfasts (3" Saturdays) 9.15
17" June and 15" July

Revidge, Trinity, Westbury
Westbury

Trinity

Trinity

Revidge

Revidge

Westbury

Revidge

Trinity

Revidge

Revidge



SAVE THE DATE

Saturday 15™ July 2017
10.00 am (coffee available from 9.30) to 1.00 pm
Packed lunch at 1.00

AGEING SPIRITUALITY AND DEMENTIA
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
REVD GAYNOR HAMMOND

4~ "M Revidge Fold URC, Shear Brow, Blackburn BB1 8DS
— There is no charge but we welcome donations
To book a place please ring / email Lena
- y 01254 706206, collena@collena.co.uk
T Before Friday 30™ June

(hands photograph © Revd Dr. L. Husslebee 2015
used with permission.)

Further details as promised:

Coffee will be available from 9.30 for a 10.00 am start
Please bring a packed lunch if you are staying for lunch
Gaynor will introduce the subject and share her knowledge and experience
and there will be time for participation, discussion and sharing.
The session will finish at 1.00 for lunch
Gaynor will be available for further consultation over lunch

Revd Gaynor Hammond

Gaynor Hammond is a Baptist Minister. Her background is in nursing and for seven years was
employed as a Dementia Project Worker for "Faith in Elderly People" Leeds working with church
and health care organisations looking at the spiritual needs of people with dementia and how those
needs could be met. She has worked closely with the Christian Council on Ageing, Methodist
Homes Care Group and the Chaplaincy Dept of Leeds Teaching Hospitals. Working collaboratively
with members of those organisations she has produced booklets on the subject of Spirituality and
Dementia. She worked with the Baptist Union of Great Britain looking at care of vulnerable adults
and helped to produce a booklet "Safe to Belong." Until she retired she was in post as Regional
Tutor for Northern Baptist College and Associate Pastor for South Parade Baptist Church in Leeds.
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How can the church respond to those with memory loss in your Community?

There are many answers as to how the church can make a response, but one way is to set up a
Memory Café. This is exactly what we have done at Revidge Fold United Reformed Church (URC) in
Blackburn. “The Open Door Memory Café” was established in response to the needs of those living with
memory loss in the community and the church. It is an ecumenical project, offering an informal, friendly and
welcoming space where people with various forms of memory loss or dementia can come together for a cup of
tea, chat and optional activities and homemade- cakes in proper China cups. Activities include; Speakers, Art
and Craft, Quizzes, Games, Themed activities e.g Saints days and Easter etc, sharing memory activities and
Sing-a-longs.

The Café was launched in June 2016 and officially opened by the Mayor and Mayoress of Blackburn with
Darwen Council who unveiled a plague and assisted in burying a time capsule of memories from all those who
attended including various agencies. However, the seeds were sown long before this when members of the
church identified there was a need either from personal experience of a family member with memory loss or
knowledge of someone in the congregation.

It was very clear from the beginning that one church could not respond alone and that it had to be
ecumenical if it was going to succeed and so there are four denominations involved, the Methodist Church,
Anglican Church, Baptist Church and the URC. The café runs once a fortnight and there is a core group of
around 25 volunteers who help out on a rota basis. Each volunteer brings a different skill to the table, which
complement each other, and makes for good teamwork. Some folk can't get help out at the sessions but make
cakes for us also on a rota, which is a very important contribution.

In preparation the majority of the volunteers attended a Dementia Friends Training Course and met with
representatives from a variety of agencies who provide us with support as appropriate. The café has gone
from strength to strength and is becoming well known across Blackburn and further afield.

So what do those involved think of it?
We find the memory cafe at Revidge Fold URC (Four Lanes Ends) very valuable. It provides a social
connection for my father and additionally a stimulating opportunity for him to continue performing
music. The team at the cafe are caring and well organised and finally last but not least the cakes are
delicious!!
Eric Howarth — Guests father

"The memory cafe is good. We are all getting to know each other and we really enjoy the activities. The
volunteers are all friendly and caring'. | can't think of anything else to say except it's great!
Maureen Shaw — Guests wife

It is a real privilege to be involved with the Open Door Memory Café! | love welcoming our guests and
in particular to see how their relationships with each other, and with us, are developing. We are
learning such a lot as a team of volunteers as we spend time with our guests, sharing activities with
them and hearing their stories.

Elizabeth Bradley — Coordinator.

We enjoy the Friendship and chatting, The Variety of activities, singing, companionship, tea and cakes,
having fun and meeting new people.
General feedback.

Dementia and Alzheimer’s are a pressing issue not only for society but also for the church. Its so easy for us
to jump to conclusions and forget that there are many reasons for ‘Memory Loss’ and that's why we decided to
call it a ‘Memory Café and not a Dementia Café.

We need to acknowledge that memory loss affects us all at some stage whether it's forgetting where we've left
our keys, what we went into the shop for or the name of someone we've known for years. It's important to
remember that it isn't always a sign that people have Dementia or Alzheimer’s.

The reason our Memory Café is so successful is because it's contextual, meeting a local need, its ecumenical,
it's none threatening, not ‘Church’ and we have a great team of enthusiastic and committed group of
volunteers with a common interest, singing from the same hymn sheet, Amen to that.



Diary for JUNE/JULY 2017

Pulpit Supply:
June 4™ Pentecost Pastorate Service at Trinity 10:30
11" Mal Breeze (Church Parade)

18™  Joanne Ackroyd
25" Roy Cook
Juy 2" Hilda Rawcliffe
9™  Brian Birtwistle
16" Rev Andrew Mills (Moderator) Communion
23" Rev Lena Talbot
30™  Joint Service with Blackburn Baptists at Bethesda

Service Pattern

Our Worship Pattern is as follows

1%' Sunday of the month at 10.30 Communion Service

2" Sunday of the month at 10.30  All age worship

Church Parades are held in February, March, June, October, November and
December

3" Sunday of the month 10.30 Family Worship

4™ Sunday of the month 10.30 Family Worship

5" Sunday of the month 10.30 Family Worship

Junior Church is available every Sunday exceptthe 2 " Sunday which is all age
worship

Normal Activit ies with Dates where these are not weekly

Monday Memory Café 13:30-15:00 June5™ 19" July3™ 17"
Tuesday Working Party - 09:30 -12:30 (for dates see weekly notices)
Thursday  Lunch Club 11:30- 1.30pm 2June 1%t 15" 29" July 13" 27™

Health & Fitness Development Hall 10:30 -11:30 (weekly)
Uniformed Groups 18:00 -21:00- (weekly during Term Time)

Saturday Coffee and Chat - 10.00-12 noon
Sunday Family Worship -10.30

2" Sunday of the Month - Higher Bank HFE - Evening



