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MINISTERS LETTER
Dear Friends,
Currently we are in the season of Lent which prepares us for Easter the event in the Christian calendar
when we remember that Christ died and rose again for each one of us. The events that took place in
Jerusalem over 2000 years ago are the most important and significant events in history. So why did they
happen?
Only a few days before on Palm Sunday people spread their garments and others palm branches on the
road in front of Jesus as He rode along on an ass.They waved palm branches shouting “Hosanna to the
son of David! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest.
What was the evidence against Jesus? What was the case against Him?
Although the evidence against Jesus is what we would consider as circumstantial the leaders on the other
hand truly believed they had a good case against Him.
Jesus claimed to be the chosen one, the Messiah, He claimed that He had been sent by God, and was the
Son of God.
This claim was backed by John the Baptist, and by the wonders that Jesus performed. He healed the sick,
He taught words of wisdom, and He fed thousands from a few loaves. He had a charismatic pull, thousands
came to hear Him, and wherever He went, crowds followed.
He was the friend of the poor, the sinner, the tax gatherers, He helped a Roman Centurion and spoke to
Samaritans. He treated men and women as equals, and showed no favoritism.
With His gifts and teachings, you would have thought that the religious people of the day would have seen
God in Jesus but right from the start Jesus had opposition, and knew what the outcome would be if He
continued to carry out His ministry.
The opposition came from two main sources, those who could not accept the claims of Jesus, particularly
those who had grown up with Jesus and seen Him in Nazareth, they took offence to Him and rejected Him
as Jesus knew they would, and the religious leaders of the time, the Pharisees.
There were others who feared Jesus, because of His powers, but in the main, those who benefited from the
touch of Jesus were faithful to Him, until the trial that is. There were also those who didn’t understand
Jesus, and those who thought they could force Him to be their idea of the Messiah, but on the whole the
people without power supported Jesus, the people with power found Him a threat.
It is not often that the same incident is recorded in all four Gospels, so when one is it must be important.
One such event is in the Temple at Jerusalem.The actions taken by Jesus seem to play right into the hands
of the Religious leaders, for the temple was the hub of the community and here He was disrupting it.
Jesus felt that the Pharisees had fallen short of their standards and had become more attached to the
rituals rather than to God. Jesus tried to show them that God was more concerned with people than
keeping the laws to such an extent that people were not considered.
He didn’t flout the laws deliberately to cause trouble
We only know of two Pharisees that were sympathetic to Jesus during His ministry, one was Nicodemus
and the other Joseph of Arimathea (Luke Ch23: Vs 51) who went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
Peer pressure can have a lot to do with promoting fear and it is probably fear, which prevented His
supporters from defending Him at His trial. Does fear keep us silent instead of being vocal for Jesus?
So Jesus was betrayed,arrested and taken to trial. The same crowd that shouted Hosanna and waved palm
branches now cried crucify Him. Fear built up and peer pressure took over.

The truth is that there was no case against Jesus but that He was crucified in order that the scriptures be
fulfilled and that the sins of each one of us might be forgiven and that if we believe in Him we will not perish
but have eternal life.
We may celebrate Easter only once a year, but each time we celebrate communion we not only remember
that God sent His only son for us. Jesus did die on a cross but on the third day He did rise again just as
God had promised and He is still alive today, for nothing, nothing can destroy the love which God has for
you and for me through His son Jesus Christ, not even death on a cross at Calvary.
There’s a song in Mission Praise, I serve a risen saviour, and the words of the Chorus are these.
He lives, He lives,
Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives,
Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know he lives?
He lives within my heart.
It is in knowing this, in knowing that Jesus loves us, in knowing what He has done for us, in knowing that
He is our friend and our saviour and in knowing that He has called us by our name to be one of His
disciples that we can face today, tomorrow and the rest of our lives, for life is worth the living just because
HE lives!
Every blessing this Easter especially.
Mal

One Solitary Life (written by Dr. James Allan Francis in 1926 so now out of copyright)

He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman
He grew up in another obscure village , where he worked in a carpenter’s shop
Until he was thirty when public opinion turned against him
He never wrote a book, He never held an office, He never went to college, He never visited a big
city, He never travelled more than two hundred miles from the place where he was born
He did none of the things usually associated with greatness
He had no credentials but himself.
He was only thirty three when His friends ran away. One of them denied him
He was turned over to his enemies, and went through the mockery of a trial.
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves,
While dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing the only property he had on earth
When he was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend
Nineteen centuries have come and gone and today Jesus is the central figure of the human race
And the leader of mankind's progress.
All the armies that have ever marched, all the navies that have ever sailed
all the parliaments that have ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned put together
have not affected the life of humankind on earth as powerfully as that one solitary life.

Minister’s Winter School – Ageing Spirituality and Dementia
‘I used to be Elsie!’ These words will stay with me – they were the words Gaynor Hammond used in one of
her teaching sessions at Winter School. It was a great privilege to attend the Ministers winter school weekend
and although I say it myself, (though I shouldn’t seeing as I and Revd Nigel Adkinson organised it) it was an
amazing experience. We had the benefit of the expertise of Revd. Gaynor Hammond. Gaynor is a Baptist
Minister and before that she was a nurse and she has also worked in a care home. Her particular expertise is
working with people with Dementia. She has written and recommended several books and I brought them all
back with me – you are welcome to borrow any of them if you wish – they are a Pastorate resource.
Our first session was on Friday Evening and Nigel took us through setting the scene and preparing the way
for Gaynor’s sessions, he too has studied the topic for his dissertation for his degree and he read some
extracts from this, giving us an insight into the world of people living with dementia (we never say suffering
from) Dementia is an umbrella for memory loss – Alzheimer’s is one form of dementia and there are over a
hundred different varieties of Alzheimer's. Each person is individual and different and while we can use similar
guidelines we have to remember this. Much discussion followed as people shared their own experiences of
family and friends living with dementia.
Saturday morning was spent with Gaynor looking at Pastoral Care and Communication – we learnt practical
things i.e. ‘never ask questions’ because asking a question immediately puts a person who can’t remember
under pressure this causes stress which leads to frustration and they may lash out. Rather, tell them who you
are and wait. ‘Hello, I’m Gaynor’ our teacher said to one lady. Her reply was ‘I used to be Elsie!’ Isn’t it sad that
with people who are very much alive we so often say, ‘She used to be a wonderful cook! He used to be an
amazing gardener!’ They are still here, they may be living in the past but they are very here. She IS Elsie.
We were advised to sit with people, comment on the weather or similar – If there is a response enter into
their world. Go where they are. It is very difficult for the offspring of people with dementia when their parents
don’t recognise them, how often we hear ‘You are not my daughter – go away!’ But, if they are back in the
past, they are a young person again so it is impossible for you to be their daughter or son. When we
understand this, maybe it won’t hurt as much. Because they are young they ask about their parents or siblings
who may have long since died – It will be too painful for them to be told this – they are hearing it for the first
time and will grieve, far better to enter their world and agree with them. Keep visits short – fifteen minutes is
long enough.
We then went onto Memory Boxes. 1Gaynor shared a story with us of a little boy called Wilfred who heard his
parents say that a family friend had lost her memory. “What’s a memory?” Wilfred asked. Something you
remember said his mother. So he decided to help her to find it. He asked five old people that he knew to
explain the word memory – these are the answers he got:
1) Something warm. 2) Something from long ago. 3) Something that makes you cry.
4) Something that makes you laugh. 5) Something as precious as gold
Wilfred decided that he would find five things and give them to his friend – the lady who had lost her memory.
He found a box and put in his box five things that represented each one of these and he gave the box to her.
Her face lit up as one by one each item was lifted from the box and evoked a memory. Why did Wilfred want to
know what memory was? Because his friend had lost hers and he wanted to help her find it.
In our second session on Saturday we looked at worship among people with dementia. This was close
to my heart as once a month from Easter to Christmas some of us from Revidge hold a Communion service in
Higher Bank. It was good to know that listening to Gaynor we were on the right track with what we were
offering i.e. a welcome followed by a prayer, a scripture reading and a story. All very short. Then a familiar
hymn before a very simple Communion service using familiar words, which people could join in if they wished,
a closing hymn and the blessing. No more than 30 minutes.
After supper we watched the film Iris – the story of Iris Murdoch, the Irish author who had Alzheimer’s.
It was a very moving portrayal of Iris by Judi Dench. The film constantly flashed back to the young Iris (played
by Kate Winslett) that Iris would remember more and more. There was a poignancy about it all as she moved
from feisty young woman to renowned author and public speaker to someone who was confused and couldn’t
remember. It really took us into the lives of people living with memory loss.
Our Sunday morning Communion service led by Gaynor was specifically for a church setting where there
may be some people with memory loss in the congregation. 2Eileen Shanny writes, “That people with
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders who are very often denied opportunities to worship as a part of the
gathered people of God is a grave scandal. We must acknowledge this and commit ourselves to finding ways
to include them in the life and worship of the Church.” Something for us all to think about.

Lena
1
2

Wilfred Gordon McDonald partridge mem Fox Penguin Books 1984
A Guide to the Spiritual Dimension of Care for People with Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementia. Eileen Shamy. © Eileen Shamy 2003

Two months into a three day week
Shifting work patterns due mainly to funerals, but how lovely to say to people that have been bereaved that I
don’t have anything in the diary that can’t be moved. My three day week so far is varying between three days
and seven days but of course this is my choice and because I’ve let go of things that aren’t directly related to
our Pastorate, life is much more leisurely – especially when taking the last Sunday of the month off which
frees up preparation time during the week. Easter will be a busy time but I would expect that and we do have a
break in Amsterdam to look forward to with the last two Sundays in April away. So thank you all for your
understanding – I’m happy if you are. Lena
News since our last Newsletter
 On Saturday February 4th Westbury Elders had an ‘Away Day’ at St. James’ church Lower Darwen to think
through their mission and also the use of the building for mission. This was facilitated by Mal, who will be
arranging similar days with Revidge and Trinity.


Our Pastorate Elders meeting was held at Trinity on 8th February



We were saddened at Revidge by the death of Margaret Leslie on 27th February. Margaret was a much
loved and valued member who ran the Tuesday Fellowship for us, she will be sadly missed and our
condolences and prayers are with Esther, Robert, Edward and families at this time. Margaret Rest in
Peace and Rise in Glory.



Our Ash Wednesday service on March 1st was a Tenebrae Service of Shadows at Revidge a very poignant
service that next year we will hold on Maundy Thursday.



On the 2nd March, Lena, Mal and representatives from all three Pastorate Churches attended a Church
Review briefing meeting at Fulwood URC. Ken Snaith is the Pastorate Review Co-ordinator and he walked
us through the process. It is seven years since the last reviews so it will be interesting to compare where
we are now against what we visualised seven years ago. Our Follow up meetings are all on the same day
– our companions are coming back to meet with us on Thursday 6th July (Westbury 4.00 pm, Revidge 6.00
pm and Trinity 8.00 pm)



On Friday 3rd March, Trinity hosted the annual Women’s World Day of Prayer on behalf of Churches
Together in Wilpshire. We held this in the hall and it moved smoothly into refreshments afterwards –
thanks to Mavis and Susan for organising the brews. Elaine Smith led the service and ladies from all three
churches took part along with Mrs Peddie from Lammack Methodist.



Lena’s annual coffee morning for church funds was held at Revidge on March 4th with the usual stalls and
Michelle’s famous bacon butties. Thanks to all concerned.



Our Congratulations to Lucy, one of our Guide Leaders on her 40th Birthday – the Guides had a great party
at their meeting on Thursday 9th March.



Our five weeks of Pastorate Bible Studies began on Saturday 11th March at Revidge – this is a super
series looking at the last words of Jesus that he uttered from the cross. It was encouraging that there were
twelve of us for the first study.



Lena and Mal attended the Ministers support Group hosted by Alan Barnes at the Ragged School in
Kingsway on 15th March. We really value the opportunity to meet with colleagues over a coffee for a catch
up and prayer.



The above events are in calendar order and Lena had her ‘op’ on 21st March – in and out the same day
and all very successful – two weeks of R & R and TLC from Colin to follow and I’ll soon be back in betting.
Thank you all for your phone calls, cards and best wishes.

Still to come
 Sunday 2nd April at Trinity 12.30, the Baptism of Joseph Booth by Lena.
 Thursday 6th April 6.15, Trinity Rainbows, Easter visit to Kemp Court with flowers for all residents.
 Saturday 8th April 10.00 at Westbury – Choir Coffee Morning.
 Tuesday 11th to Thursday 13th April – Children’s Easter Holiday Club at Westbury.
 Thursday 13th April 7.00 pm, Maundy Thursday service, led by Mal.
 Friday 14th April 10.30 Good Friday Meditation – The Stations of the Cross led by Lena followed by a trip to
Tockholes and back to Trinity for a chippy tea.
 Sunday 14th to Sunday 21st May – Christian Aid week.
 Lena will be away from Friday 21st April to Monday 1st May.

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Sunday – Morning Worship

10.30

Revidge, Trinity, Westbury

Every Monday – Art & Craft Group

10.30

Westbury

Every Wednesday – Wednesday Gang

1.30

Trinity

Every Thursday in term time– Rainbows

6.15

Trinity

Every Thursday in term time – Uniformed Groups

from 6.00

Revidge

Every Saturday – Morning Coffee

10.30

Revidge

OTHER EVENTS
First Monday Club (1st Monday of the month)
3rd April and 1st May

2.00 – 3.30

Westbury

Monday, Memory Café (alternate Mondays)
10th & 24th April. 8th & 22nd May

1.30 – 3.00

Revidge

Tuesday Fellowship (alternate Tuesdays)
4th April Annual General Meeting.

2.00 – 3.30

Revidge

Tuesday Ladies Circle (alternate Tuesdays)
4th April, 2nd & 16th May

7.30 – 9.00

Trinity

Wednesday Luncheon Club
5th & 19th April, 3rd, 17th & 31st May

12.30

Trinity

Thursday Luncheon Club
6th & 20th April. 4th & 18th May

12.30

Revidge

Pastorate Lenten Bible Studies (Saturday)
1st and 8th April

10.30 – 12.00

Revidge

Choir Coffee Morning
Saturday 8th April

10.00 – 12.00

Westbury

Pastorate Prayer Breakfasts (3rd Saturdays)
15th April and 20th May

9.15

Revidge

Maundy Thursday evening service led by Mal

7.00

Trinity

Good Friday morning meditation led by Lena
10.30
Westbury
Followed by trip to Tockholes and ‘chippy tea’
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The quote of the month is by American, Jay Leno:
"With hurricanes, tornados, fires out of control, mud slides, flooding, severe thunderstorms tearing up the
country from one end to the other.
With the threat of bird flu and terrorist attacks, are we sure this is a good time to take God out of the Pledge of
Allegiance?"

Following a discussion re winter school with
the Pastorate Elders I was asked to invite
Gaynor Hammond to visit us.

Maundy Thursday
Service
April 13th 7.00 pm
Trinity Brownhill
Led by Mal

SO SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 15th July 2017
AGEING SPIRITUALITY AND DEMENTIA

Good Friday
th
April 14 10.30 am
Westbury Gardens
led by Lena

ttt
Listen, Pray and Sing
via the Scriptures
of the 14
Stations of the Cross
This is followed by a trip to Tockholes
and back to Trinity for a ‘Chippy Tea.’
See Poster with details and booking
list displayed in each church.

(hands photograph © Revd Dr. L. Husslebee 2015 used with permission.)

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
REVD GAYNOR HAMMOND
Revidge Fold URC, Shear Brow,
Blackburn BB1 8DS
There is no charge but we welcome donations
To book a place please ring / email Lena
01254 706206, collena@collena.co.uk
Before Friday 30th June
Further details available nearer the time

Westbury Gardens
Choir Coffee Morning
Saturday 8th April – 10.00 – 12.00
Usual Stalls, bacon / egg butties, £1 each
ALL WELCOME

One Solitary Life (written by Dr. James Allan Francis in 1926 so now out of copyright)

He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman
He grew up in another obscure village , where he worked in a carpenter’s shop
Until he was thirty when public opinion turned against him
He never wrote a book, He never held an office, He never went to college, He never visited a big city,
He never travelled more than two hundred miles from the place where he was born
He did none of the things usually associated with greatness
He had no credentials but himself.
He was only thirty three when His friends ran away. One of them denied him
He was turned over to his enemies, and went through the mockery of a trial.
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves,
While dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing the only property he had on earth
When he was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend
Nineteen centuries have come and gone and today Jesus is the central figure of the human race
And the leader of mankind's progress.
All the armies that have ever marched, all the navies that have ever sailed
all the parliaments that have ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned put together
have not affected the life of humankind on earth as powerfully as that one solitary life.

TOGETHER MAKING A DIFFERENCE (TMAD)
Revidge Fold, Trinity Brownhill and Westbury Gardens
United Reformed Churches, Community Ministry Project
Everyone has something To offer
Together We Can Make A Bigger Difference

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the tenth issue of
TMAD News, the page in the
newsletter to keep you up to
date about Mal’s work as our
Community Minister.

WHAT’S BEEN
HAPPENING?
Mal has continued to support
all three churches in various
ways, led worship on several
occasions and represented the
pastorate at various meetings
both locally and regionally.
In February he gave a talk on
his work at St. James Prayer
Breakfast and, this was well
received.
He also led an away day for
Westbury Gardens to help
them think about a ‘Vision for
Mission’. He will be doing a
similar exercise with Revidge
Fold and Trinity Elders over
the next few weeks.
The weekly Art and Craft
Group at Westbury Gardens is
going very well and growing.
They are exploring putting on
an exhibition of their work, not
only so that people can see it
but also buy it. It will also
provide an opportunity to
promote the group and attract
even more new members.
At the ‘First Monday's Group’
at Westbury Gardens in
February Mal gave a talk on
his visit to the Presbyterian
Church in Taiwan in 2007.
The ’Pastorate Monthly Prayer
Breakfasts’ on the 3rd
Saturday are going very well
and numbers attending have
increased. In March there
were people from five different

TMAD NEWS

churches. The next one will be
on Easter Saturday, 15th April
at 9.15am. All are welcome.

The ‘Open Door Memory Café’
at Revidge Fold is also going
very well and attracting new
people. Activities have include
celebrating St. David’s Day,
Shrove Tuesday and St.
Patrick's Day and a session
looking at photographs of old
Blackburn and recalling
memories as part of the
Lancashire Forgotten Project.
It is becoming we'll known
among a variety of agencies
and is a fine example of
working ecumenically with four
denominations providing a
core group of 25 volunteers to
help run it.
Mal is currently working on a
project to transform the
‘blocked up windows’ at
Westbury Gardens turning
them into artificial ‘Stained
Glass windows. Working in
partnership with Newfield
School, young people from the
National Citizen Service (NCS)
and Hillside Residents.This
project will make a huge
difference to the appearance
of the church.
FUTURE EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES
The Easter Holiday Club is
fast approaching and
volunteers are still needed to
help run it. This will be taking
place from Monday 10th to
Thursday 13th April at
Westbury Gardens and the
theme is ‘Easter Surprise with
Squidgy Bod’. If you feel you
can help out in any way please
get in touch with Mal as soon
as possible.

Good Friday: Following the
Good Friday Pastorate Service
at Westbury Gardens there will
be a trip over to Tockholes.
There will be activities for all
ages and abilities after lunch
and then we will head back to
Revidge Fold for Fish and
Chips and a Family Easter
Quiz. Please see separate
poster and sign up details in
each church giving more
information.
Prayer Walks: Once again
Mal is organising a series of
Prayer Walks around each of
the three churches
communities as follows…

Westbury Gardens –
Wednesday 10th May. Please
meet at Shadsworth Infants
School @ 7.00pm – 8.00pm.
Trinity – Wednesday 7th June.
Please meet at Church @
7.00pm – 8.00pm.
Revidge Fold – Wednesday
5th July. Please meet at the
Manse @ 7.00pm – 8.00pm.
********************
To find out more about TMAD
or get involved please contact
Mal on 01254 674862 or
speak to any member of the
steering group.
Happy reading and watch out
for more details!

Diary for APRIL / MAY 2017
Pulpit Supply:
April 2nd Rev. Lena Talbot
(Communion)
th
9
Mal Breeze
(Church Parade)
th
14
Good Friday Service at Westbury Gardens (Rev Lena & Mal)
th
16
Hilda Rawcliffe
Easter Day (Communion)
rd
23
Roy Cook
th
30
Combined Service with Baptists here at Revidge
th
May
7
Colin le Noury (Communion with Robin Duffy)
th
14
Rev Lena Talbot (Church Parade)
st
21
Barbara Duxbury
th
28
Simon Baker (Communion) instead of June 4th when it is a Pastorate
Service at Trinity
Service Pattern
Our Worship Pattern is as follows
1st Sunday of the month at 10.30 Communion Service
2nd Sunday of the month at 10.30 All age worship
Church Parades are held in February, March, June, October, November and
December
3rd Sunday of the month 10.30 Family Worship
4th Sunday of the month 10.30 Family Worship
5th Sunday of the month 10.30 Family Worship
Junior Church is available every Sunday except the 2nd Sunday which is all age
worship
Normal Activities with Dates where these are not weekly
Monday
Memory Café 13:30-15:00 April 10th 24th May 8th 22nd
Thursday

Lunch Club 11:30 - 1.30pm -April 6th then closed for Easter holidays.
May 4th 18th
Health & Fitness Development –Hall 10:30-11:30 (weekly)
Uniformed Groups 18:00-21:00- (weekly during Term Time)

Working Party- 09:30-12:30 (for dates see weekly notices)
Saturday
Sunday

Coffee and Chat - 10.00-12 noon
Family Worship -10.30

2nd Sunday of the Month - Higher Bank HFE - Evening

SATURDAY MORNING COFFEE 2017
APRIL

MAY

APRIL

MAY

1ST
8TH
15TH
22ND
29TH
6TH
15TH
22ND
29TH

ND

2
9TH
16TH
23RD
30TH
7TH
14TH
21ST

MRS E BRADLEY
MRS E SMITH
MRS J CHEW
MRS H RAWCLIFFE
MRS A DOLPHIN
MRS E SMITH
MRS J CHEW
MRS H RAWCLIFFE
MRS A DOLPHIN

MR M BRADLEY
MRS J OLDHAM
MRS B SEED
MRS J OLDHAM
MRS B SEED

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE
MRS. E SMITH MRS B SEED MRS J WHALEY MRS A DUFFY
MRS A DOLPHIN MRS B PICKUP MRS A JOYCE
MRS E WHALLEY MRS J CURLEY MRS J KAY
MR J SMITH MRS I GASCOIGNE MRS P TATTERSALL
MRS. E SMITH MRS B SEED MRS J WHALEY MRS A DUFFY
MRS A DOLPHIN MRS B PICKUP MRS A JOYCE
MRS E WHALLEY MRS J CURLEY MRS J KAY
MR J SMITH MRS I GASCOIGNE MRS P TATTERSALL
FOYER RECEPTION

APRIL

ND

2
9TH
16TH
23RD
30TH
7TH
14TH
21ST
28TH

MRS J WHALEY
MRS E BRADLEY
MRS I GASCOIGNE MRS P TATTERSALL
DR C JONES
MRS J CHEW
MRS J WHALEY
MRS E BRADLEY
MRS I GASCOIGNE MRS P TATTERSALL
DR C JONES
COMMUNION

APRIL
PREPARATION

MR & MRS M BRADLEY

SERVERS

MR M BRADLEY MRS E SMIH

PREPARATION

MRS A DOLPHIN

SERVERS

DR C JONES MRS B PICKUP

MAY

FLOWERS
APRIL

2ND FLOWER FUND

9TH MRS A DOLPHIN

16TH MRS A JOYCE 23RD MRS B PICKUP

30TH MRS EDMONDSON
MAY

7TH REV L TALBOT
28TH MRS J PICKUP

14TH MISS A HUGHES

21ST MR & MRS DUFFY

